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MESSAGE FROM ED

W

ell 2009 for most of us is just a distant memory. Last year, the
Car Club wrapped up with a fantastic Christmas event, hosted by
Stewart and Evelyn Garmey. 2010 has a great mix of events for
members, including more social drives, a special events division, as
well as many more joint Motorsport events planned in conjunction with other car
clubs. Driver Training will also remain as a big event on the BMWCCV calendar,
where a bring your family environment is sure to remain a huge success.
The committee has shifted its focus for 2010 at getting more members involved
and engaged in the clubs events. This is through not just attendance, but also
through volunteering at events to help the organisers. In the past we have seen
the biggest problems occur at Motorsport events, where Graeme Bell and his
team are constantly seeking more hands. New incentive schemes are currently
being outlined for people who give up their time to help out at events (even small
jobs like parking attendants, BBQ hands and even people to help out selling
raffle tickets are always needed), and sounding like my mother “Many hands
make light work”.
This mantra also extends further to Event organisers. As a Committee we are
lacking an Events Coordinator. This role is integral to the social events that the
club holds, and so far Ned has taken on this role but cannot do it forever. As
discussed later in the Presidents report, we will try and take the focus off the
Events Coordinator to plan, organise and run events. In this absence Ned has
been working to create smaller teams of Event Commanders for different types
of events, such as Scott Muir for COE (Show N’ Shine) and Allison Morris as
the special events commander. The Committee still encourages members to put
forward any social ideas. We will support and endorse member ideas as much as
we can, and help them to get off the ground.
So what was my highlight of 2009? I attended my first DECA Motorkhana event
in December. After stepping off a delayed flight from overseas and straight to the
work Christmas Party I can assure you that my mind and body was not ready
for an early Sat morning trip to Shepparton. But with the pit stop at McDonalds I
found my saviour in an Egg and Bacon Mc Muffin and a Coffee! With a borrowed
camera I wondered around the compound all day taking action shots from the
participants. DECA is such a safe environment for people to play with their cars,
push them a little further than normal or in some cases thrash them without any
worry in the world (there is nothing to hit!). Lock Curran made my morning, the
photo below was one of the first runs of the day on the DECA back track, just
before you hit the finish line you turn into a mini skid pan area and weave around
a cone any way you please. You see the first timers brake appropriately, you see
the ones with a little bit of confidence approach at high speeds and try the
handbrake.... the you have what Lock did... a picture is worth a thousand words
so I can let you come to your own conclusions of how he made it happen. I
couldn’t wipe the smile off my face and I don’t think anyone else could who saw it
either! It certainly set the tone for the rest of the day. Make sure you all get down
to DECA at either one of the Motorkhana days or Driver Training Events, they
really are a brilliant event for the whole family.

Happy Reading

Jen Patan
Editor
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PRESI D E N T S R E P O RT
Season’s Greetings!
It has been a good year. Change is not easy to implement but we have made some progress. I wish to thank the
Committee for their solid work in 2009. Their dedication and application to the hard yards is inspiring. Financially we
have bounced back, recovered old debts and are on track to another good year. I must also mention in particular, our
retired Editor, Graeme Eime for his tireless contribution since issue 98, Autumn 2004, and many years service, along
with Ken Lee in other committee positions.
I am sure all the members join me in thanking you for the fabulous contribution Graeme.
The New Year is a time to reflect and look forward. It is imperative that we have more members step up to assist with
the running of the club. I have seen people commit to committee positions over the years and burn out by trying to do
too much. There has to be a better way. It is a formidable disincentive to Committee duty when any job appears to be
too much of a commitment or thankless. Other negative perceptions of our club and its workings, revealed in the 2008
survey, also have to be dealt with.
I began the task of creating a better and more workable succession plan at the beginning of my first term in 2008. Of
course, simplistically, “many hands make light work”. I shall attempt to define my thinking through and the strategy
here. It occurred to me that the success of any club such as ours is judged largely by the style of events and the
manner in which they are run. Essentially at the core of all our events must be the car focus and our Marque.
That is not all there is to it of course. The administration and inner workings for the incorporation and financial side
have to be dealt with. Essentially though, we have our Raison D’Etre which is Driver Training, Motorsport and the
Social side. When gaps have been fully identified, strategies can be implemented to close those gaps and bring the
Club closer to the true fulfilment of its Raison d’Etre.* There is much portent in the French saying which is
philosophical and inspirational when applied to a vision or mission.
Hence the way I have been working at laying some foundations to a revised structure for the future. If the club is to
grow and prosper we need to have a succession plan. A clear pathway for accepting levels of responsibility, a way to
utilise varying levels of volunteer input without dedicating too much of our lives. This plan has taken much of my time
and effort as a mentor, but fortunately has brought the rewards which are beginning to show. EG Sub 3 Zero, and now
Celebration Of Excellence.
By developing sub committees, led by sub committee “Captains”, to specialise in focusing on the concept of the
various style of the events we can then spread the load. Taking this a step further we can create the position of
(single) Event Leaders. This removes the responsibility of one person (and/or their partner) month after month,
spending countless hours researching, surveying, negotiating deals and coordinating one event after the other. A
certain recipe for burnout and worse, poor events at a loss to the club.
Call this structure a platform plan if you wish, with an entry level platform where there is a well defined task of a purely
casual nature involving a single event (or more if you feel enthusiastic). Not so daunting!! So the base platform is to be
an Event Leader for a single event. The second platform is to Captain a sub committee. Less formal than a
committee position, but a way to interact with the committee, by reporting, setting agendas and plans with the event
leaders. These platforms serve a very important purpose without being onerous. They offer members the opportunity
to shoulder modest responsibilities, gain experience and learn how the other platforms work. Events Coordinators in
the past have largely inherited a burnout formula. In future the Events committee position will be satisfying and much
easier.
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
Continu e d

Sub 3 Zero was the focus for younger members to have some input and to be involved as a sub committee. COE
(Celebration Of Excellence) is now founded and has begun to lay down plans for 2010. Special Events,
emphasising the social style of event has a new captain and consequently there will be significant effort put behind
that area of Events from now on. Cruise Control, the Sunday drives has some regular and casual event leaders.
Watch out for the annual Ohtooze Crooze in May, sure to be another ripper day.
We have some exciting drives in the pipeline with various members leading, involving an intriguing range of end
venues. The emphasis on these events will not be monotonous, repetitive or catering to limited tastes such as before
2009, ie. meet to do a simple casual drive to a winery. It will vary from scenic drives with photo opps, historic sites,
pub lunches, restaurant special lunches, family BBQ’s and some drive routes planned and surveyed from challenging
to exhilarating. Cruise Control is all about creating a range of drive and dine experiences to appeal to the wider club
membership desires. Past successful examples, Edge to End and Groove to the Fly.
The Family concept for Driver Training has been very successful. There is more to follow there. Motorsport requires
constant effort and we are focused on the challenge for 2010. The pace laps at Phillip Island was a great success and
we will build on that idea also.
Of course, some of the members know what goes on and just appear at events and pitch in. Thanks to all those
volunteers who did just that throughout the year. That is true club spirit. We need to recognise those members, hence
the President Awards at the last AGM.
Roving Monthly Meetings have been successful with BMW Aust. Menere’s, Police Academy, Doncaster BMW,
Stylemaster, Melbourne Uni MUR and the hugely successful Frank Gardner Tribute Night to finish the year on a high
note. If you thought 2009 was good, watch the forum calendar for upcoming events.
I shall be encouraging the committee to work toward providing some serious incentives to the membership this
coming year for increasing participation in the organising and membership recruiting.
Repeating myself from a previous edition -All of the above is missing something………one every important ingredient!
The best ideas and plans by the best car club committee on the planet (yes, it’s a claim) are only as good as member
participation putting the plans into action.”
Of course the vital ingredient is you! Lights on, right pedal to the floor in 2010.
Regards,
NED. aka David Cheong
*In the truest sense of raison d’être, French philosophers lay an elaborate road map of descriptive text that contrasts
the current status of an implementation of a prototypical object with the purist view of perfection that the object should
achieve without the hindrance of imperfections. The philosophical road map brings to a crescendo the imperative urgency that motivates participants to immediately take the steps necessary to achieve all the intended qualities that an
object was designed to exemplify.

Photo courtesy of BMW Press Club
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BMW RETAINS
LUXURY CROWN

CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATIONS
2009
Christmas 2009 was a huge success! Stewart left us after
the briefing to follow his instructions to our secret
location, Galli Estate in Melton.

Australia’s best selling luxury brand has once again
eclipsed the luxury automotive market, according to
official 2009 industry figures released today.

It was a lovely olde worlde style pub with a traditional
roast-style meal, followed by delicious desserts. Prizes
galore were handed out and I don’t think anybody went
home empty-handed.

BMW again surpassed 17,000 passenger/SUV
registrations, a feat never achieved before by another
premium manufacturer and firmly claimed line honours as
Australia’s best selling luxury brand for the sixth
consecutive year.

Drinks outside on the porch were very enjoyable
afterwards as the weather was gorgeous and the views
were very picturesque. Thanks to
Stewart and Evelyn for a great start
to the Christmas festivities!

“To record sales in excess of 17,000 units for the third
consecutive year is a testament to the strength of the
BMW product range and dealer network,” says Stavros
Yallouridis, managing director of BMW Group Australia.
After recording another buoyant sales month for
December with 1,443 registrations, BMW consolidated its
dominance of the luxury segment taking the full year tally
to an impressive 17,099 units.

Michelle & Jimmy

A major contributor to the success of BMW came as a
result of the intense rollout of BMW EfficientDynamics
that now underpins the entire BMW range. Likewise,
the demand for diesel power reached new heights with
almost 40 per cent of BMW customers electing a diesel
powerplant.
“BMW EfficientDynamics has played a fundamental role
in the continued success of BMW providing customers
with class leading fuel economy and power, whilst
remaining true to the driving prowess unique to BMW,”
he says.
BMW has a celebrated history since arriving in Australia
some thirty years ago, outselling the competition a total
of twenty one times over the period, clearly stamping its
authority as the leading selling luxury brand in the
country.
The outlook for 2010 looks equally as impressive with the
planned arrival of key products to further shape the
extensive product portfolio. Highlights include the
release of the versatile BMW X1, offering the market
unprecedented luxury in the compact SUV segment
and the all new 5 Series that will set out to create a new
benchmark in its class.
“This year will be another significant year for BMW with
the planned introduction of many new and innovative
models that will again open up new opportunities for the
company,” says Yallouridis.
BMW Press Club

A MESSAGE FROM MUR
FORMULA SAE
With the conclusion of the Australasian round of the
Formula SAE world championship many engineering
students can now return to a life that resembles
normality. The competition was the culmination of 15
months of extremely hard work by a dedicated team of
mechanical and mechatronics engineering students from
The University of Melbourne.
21 teams competed at the event in December with The
University of Melbourne placing 7th overall, beating
all international entries and many well respected local
teams. The University of Melbourne was awarded a 2nd
place in the fuel economy event, a deserved reward for
many hours spent tuning the 600cc Honda engine to
run on the 85% ethanol fuel. A 4th place in the skid pad
event reflects the excellent dynamic capabilities of the
vehicle despite the limited testing time prior to the event.
5th place in the design event assures us that we have
pointed the team in the correct direction and provided a
sound platform to develop in the future.
With The University of Melbourne being the only team in
Australia to utilise E85 fuel in 2009 we hope to continue
to break new ground in 2010 with the continued
development of alternate fuel technologies.
2009 was a extremely rewarding year for all members
who gave so much for the project. On behalf of the team I
would like to thank the BMW Car Club of Victoria for their
support and wish all members all the very best for 2010.
Cameron Hudson
MUR Motorsports Technical Director
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JUST WHAT IS 			
BMW CLUBS AUSTRALIA?
This is a question we often hear ... what is BMW Clubs Australia and what does it do for my Club?
In 1992, BMW Australia (as it was then) received a
directive from BMW AG in Munich that all BMW
motorcycle and car clubs wishing to use the BMW
roundel as part of their logo, would be required to
become part of umbrella organisations in each country so
that there could be constructive management of the
Company’s trade- and word-marks ... the roundel and
BMW lettering. John Kananghinis was the responsible
person in BMW Australia Communications charged with
this responsibility, and set about putting everything in
place. Not that it went smoothly! There was quite stiff
opposition from some Club elements who perceived the
requirement to be an infringement on their Club’s liberty.

Of course, BMW Clubs Australia is far more than a
“regulatory body” in that its Charter is to assist its
member Clubs in any way required. In the recent past,
assistance has been provided in establishing two new
Clubs (BMW Car Clubs Ballarat and Tasmania) and
assisting a struggling Club (BMW Drivers’ Club South
Australia) to get back on its feet. Individual Club matters
are not interfered with and there is no mandate or
authority to become involved in internal matters ... unless
a formal request for assistance is received. That has
happened with mediatory involvement in an incident seen
to have possibly damaged the good standing of the BMW
brand. Happily resolved!

That said, if the clubs were to continue to use the
roundel, there was little option and eventually 14 Clubs
(seven each motorcycle and car) became collectively
known as ... BMW Clubs Australia ... while retaining their
individual Club names.

Each club was requested to put forward a Delegate,
usually the Club President, to be the contact point. From
the assembly of Delegates, an Executive of four was
appointed ... Chair, Vice Chair Motorcycles, Vice Chair
Cars and International Delegate. A loose Constitution was
prepared for the new umbrella organisation which gave
Clubs Australia limited authority over the member Clubs.

Another major factor in the creation of the umbrella
organisation was to streamline communication through
the BMW structure. Contact with BMW Australia, for
example, was the domain of the four Executive, while
contact with Munich fell to the International Delegate.
The reasoning for this was that Mulgrave would deal with
four people rather than 14 Clubs and Munich with one
representative. This structure occurred worldwide and
some 100000 members of motorcycle and car clubs were
encompassed.
To this day, this communication stream is very much in
place and adhered to as it does provide a commonality of
information flow. The recent introduction of the new
Corporate Image and logo requirements is a perfect
example of how this works ... Munich passes on its
requirements to the International Delegate who in turn
coordinates the changes through the respective Chairs
and on down to the individual Clubs. It worked so well
that Munich was able to advise us that BMW Clubs
Australia was the first umbrella organisation worldwide to
completely implement the changes.

BMW Clubs Australia draws its operating funds from a
small per member levy paid by the Clubs, currently $1.00
per member. These funds are used to attend to requests
for help and to provide monetary assistance in the forms
of advances to Clubs hosting the BMW Clubs Australia
National Rally each second Easter. In recent years, the
funds have also been used to pay for the travel and
accommodation for the Annual Meeting of Delegates held
in Melbourne in April each year.
The role of the International Delegate is to provide a link
direct to the various BMW AG Divisions in Munich. BMW
AG funds the international Club movement with an annual
budget of EUR365000.00 which is managed by the
International Club Office in Munich. These funds go
toward providing the Annual Conference of the BMW
Clubs International Council (on which the International
Delegate sits) and various projects such as website
management, Club newsletters and subsidised visits to
the BMW Museum and collection in Munich.

The Executive of BMW Clubs
Australia trust this brief summary
gives you an insight into what happens
“behind the scenes” and would welcome
any enquiry you may have.
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JUST WHAT IS 			
BMW CLUBS AUSTRALIA?
Continued
A flow of Club structure looks like this:
BMW Club Western Australia		
BMW Drivers’ Club South Australia
BMW Car Club Victoria			
BMW Car Club Ballarat			
BMW Car Club Tasmania		
BMW Car Club Canberra		
BMW Drivers Club New South Wales
BMW Car Club Queensland		
BMW Club Gold Coast			
					
BMW Motorcycle Club WA		
BMW Owners’ Club South Australia
BMW Motorcycle Club Victoria		
BMW Motorcycle Club ACT		
BMW Touring Club New South Wales
BMW Motorcycle Club Queensland
BMW Motorcycle Club Gold Coast

}
}
}
} Vice Chair Cars:		
}
} Bob Williams			
}
}
}
}
} International Delegate |
Chair:
} BMW Group
Stewart Garmey
|}
Ian Solomon } Australia
}			
|}
}			
| ________________ BMW AG, Munich
} Vice Chair Motorcycles:
}
} Damien Cook			
}
}
}
}

So, what do I get for being part of BMW Clubs Australia? Because we are all members of the greater BMW Club
family, we are provided with ...
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Approved use of the BMW roundel and brand name ... approved BMW dealers are the ONLY other entity
with this entitlement.
Access as a member guest to any BMW Club, anywhere in the world.
Member access to BMW facilities world wide ... build plants, BMW Museum and Welt in Munich.
Preferential entry costs to BMW facilities.
Preferential accommodation bookings and tariffs at The Derag Karl Theodor Hotel, Munich.
Member access to BMW Group Classic website and parts catalogues.

On a local level, of course, we are supported by BMW Group Australia which makes an annual budget available to us
to provide ...
1.
2.
3.
4.

Club special event support through the Principle Event Support Programme
Support for the Annual Meeting of Delegates
Club promotional brochures
Financial support for National Rally events

Now, BMW doesn’t have to do this. Compare the support we receive with those of other car and motorcycle clubs you
may know about or be members of. BMW is a business that is responsible to its board of management and its
shareholders. It is the largest privately owned vehicle manufacturing business in the world with revenues of
EUR4b annually. Their dealer networks are similarly individual businesses from whom we cannot “expect” support.
BMW manages its trade- and word-marks very carefully, and the umbrella organisations all around the world are their
monitors in this respect which is why we might occasionally ask you to modify your magazine, for example, to comply
with the guidelines BMW (rightly) expect of us. BMW rarely uses its legal capacity to “enforce” its requirements, much
preferring to leave that to its approved representatives to look after.
BMW AG supports the international club movement for one very important reason ... there are currently over 120000
ambassadors (members) in the world who own over 500000 BMW vehicles and will espouse and promote the marque
at every opportunity. Support of this magnitude cannot have a marketing number placed against it, and BMW AG is
very aware of our value as Club members.
A message from BMW Clubs Australia
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MELBOURNE UNI FORMULA SAE
BMW ROVING MONTHLY MEETING
A balmy August night in Lygon street Carlton is enjoyable
anytime with the restaurant options. To bad we did not
have an open ended schedule at “Via Veneto”. Our
gracious hosts John and Sonia treated us with
extraordinary good fare at a dazzling “Club Meal Deal”
price to set the pace for this event. Regrettably, about 30
of us who enjoyed the wining and dining launch to our
evening, dragged ourselves down Grattan St. to
Melbourne Uni Campus.
What followed was truly inspiring. MUR Team (Melbourne
Uni Racing) of 20 top engineering students was
represented by BMWCCV members Cameron Hudson
Technical Director, Andrew Cooke Project Manager and
Faculty Advisor Doctor Daniel Riley. Via powerpoint, we
gained an overview and with Cameron and Andrew’s
dialogue, we heard the insight of the MUR 2009 project to
design and build a race car for Formula SAE.
I am truly fortunate to be involved in the Formula SAE
event as a CAMS Steward. What I discovered last year,
would have to be one of the most inspiring, interesting
and very under rated events in Melbourne annually. The
scenario is: student teams develop a car aimed at the
amateur autocross driver market, which could be
manufactured on a small scale production line at a cost of
less than AUD$50,000. Formula SAE competition is held
annually, for student designed and built formula cars.
The competition is organised by the Society of
Automotive Engineers (SAE), and has been held in the
United States of America since the early 1980’s and has
now grown to an international competition for the purpose
of designing, building and competing in a small highperformance race car.. The competition was developed to
satisfy a need for engineering students to have ‘hands on’
experience in the design, development and manufacture
in automotive systems. The benefits of the competition
have been recognised throughout the world and in the
last 10 years the USA competition has grown, with three
competitions held throughout the world every year, which
includes an Australian event.
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The challenge for the design team is to design and
fabricate, within 12 months, a prototype car that best
meets the design brief goals and intents. Each design will
be compared and judged with other competing designs
to determine the best overall car. The cars are judged in
three different categories: static inspection and
engineering design, solo performance trials, and high
performance track endurance. These events are scored
to determine how well the car performs. In each event,
the theoretical manufacturing firm has specified minimum
acceptable performance levels reflected in the scoring
equations.
We heard two talented young men sharing their
experiences about a challenge most young car
enthusiasts would die for. Numerous questions from one
other well informed young man could not throw these
presenters off their rails. What else would you expect
from these incredibly focused young engineers?
Following the in-theatre presentation we moved on to the
workshop where we were up close and able to see the
construction in progress, the concept and design
becoming a reality.
I had the added pleasure of seeing the MUR project
competing again this year in December. I hope for many
years to come I’ll be able to participate in Formula SAE,
where you can find the world’s Universities sending their
most talented Engineering students on a mission, to
compete and to show off their race car projects. I have
put some pics and links on the forums for you all to see
more about this Roving event and Formula SAE.
I’ll finish up by thanking John and Sonia for the Entrée,
Cameron, Andrew and Daniel for the Main Course, of a
fantastic feast for our petrol impregnated souls.
NED
aka. David Cheong

MEMBER PROFILE
DREAMS DO COME TRUE
Many years ago, the Mid 70’s to be precise I lived in
Sydney and was lucky enough to get a position with a
gas companies mobile motor racing workshop which
used to travel around all the major race circuits, Bathurst
included. This lasted until I moved to Ballarat in 1983, I
had wonderful times sitting on rugs with the racing car
families even Capt Peter Janson in his London Bus and
Taxi at Bathurst .
During this time I must admit I became stunned with the
BMW 6 series John Player specials, the 635 shape still
delights me to this day . It is one design that never ages,
well to me that is.
To see Jims original car back at Sandown in 2008 after a
magical restoration was just an outstanding experience.
To be able to discuss and see this great vehicle was just
out of this world . It brought back all the times I had seen
this car and others race.
I decided then back in the 70’s that I would one day own
such a car, not the racing ones but a road version in
black or near enough to it. I did see, some two years ago
a John Player special promotion 635 in New Castle NSW
at a tyre workshop. Very tired and still with the old livery
on, no luck, they would not sell, and when I went back
some months later it had gone, to where I do not know....
Ah well I tried
Years passed and having joined a major food company in
Ballarat in 1983 I was privy to be involved with an
Melbourne advertising agency that we had recently
signed on to handle our account. In the early 90’s one of
the partners turned up for a meeting in, yes you guessed
it a Diamonte Schwartz 1988 635 csi highline series.
Well it was love at first sight.

It was his company car, purchased new in Melbourne.
Well I saw that car for many years and fell in love with it,
in the meantime to keep me going I purchased an
imported 1986 series in white to make do, but still
hankered after that Diamonte Schartz one.
Luckily I have a few friends in the industry and asked
them to keep an eye out for me for a good well loved
example. Two years ago I received a call from one of my
friends.
“Are you interested in a 1988 Diamonte Schartz Higline
635 csi with BMW lowered suspension (stickers still on
the sub frames), and Remotec wheels”.
Was this the very car from the agency? Yes the same!!!
I could not believe it, I drove immediately to see it, price
was quoted, agreed (even forgot to haggle) and then
drove it home. Was I in heaven, well that was until I got
home. You can imagine the discussions with two in the
garage, white one sold very quickly.
Well the photo below is as it is today, with 287,000kms
on the clock and all original Recaro seats. I have caught
up with the previous owner a few times who really did
adore it, but had to move on to an X5 for his wife, shame
on him!
It is lovingly looked after and gets used frequently. You
see dreams do come true.
Note: By the way the first time I took it in for service at
Ballarat BMW the then service manager commented that
he knew the car, and sure enough there was his
signature in the service books when it was service by
BMW Melbourne. It’s a small world.
Quinton Wilkinson
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A DAY IN THE LIFE
OF A .........B-DOUBLE TRUCK DRIVER
We all drive on the road and as a consequence we are
required to share the road with other vehicles. How safely
these driving experiences will be can be improved if we
perhaps take some time to understand the driving
experience, not only our own, but from the perspective
of other road users. Therefore I would like to share my
experience as a B-Double driver sharing the road.
Firstly an explanation. Trucks are categorised by the
load carrying capacity and number of axles. The type of
licence required to operate a heavy vehicle is based on
these. Also all heavy vehicles are not permitted to travel
at more than 100kph.
For an articulated vehicle, that is one with a prime mover
with a single trailer attached, is called a semi-trailer.
(In America they call this configuration a tractor trailer).
A prime mover towing two trailers is a B-Double and
requires the driver to hold a Multi- Combination (MC)
licence. B-Double trucks are restricted to specific roads. A
prime mover with three trailers attached is a B-Triple and
requires a special permit and can only operate on specific
routes. You may have seen the Ford B-Triples that
operate on the freeways between their factories at
Geelong and Broadmeadows.
A typical B-Double truck would have 9 axles with 34
wheels and a maximum length of 26 metres, a gross
weight of 62 tonnes but could gross up to 68 tonnes. This
means the capacity to carry a load of approximately 42
tonnes. This all up weight would be equivalent to about
45 BMW 1 Series.
To ensure that a prime mover has the power to maintain
a satisfactory road speed when towing these very high
weights, engines developing up to 635 hp and torque
in excess of 2000 ft/lb are available. These engines are
normally 6 cylinders with a capacity up to 16 litres. Truck
engines of this size develop their maximum engine torque
in the RPM range between 1100 and 1500 revs and to
maintain optimum fuel consumption engines would not
operate outside this range for any length of time.
Because of the high horsepower and torque of a typical
B-Double engine, a specialised gearbox is required. The
most common used is called a Road Ranger which can
have 18 forward speeds and 2 reverse. This is a twin
countershaft constant mesh gearbox requiring all up and
down shifts to be performed by double clutching but is
in no way similar to the non synchromesh crash boxes
found in old cars. The gearbox is a basic H pattern with 4
gears. Each gear can operate in either low or high range
which is selected by a button on the gear lever so that
then gives 8 forward gears. A splitter which is operated by
another button on the gear lever is used to split each of
the 8 gears giving a total of 16 gears. There is also a low
gear which is generally used for starting on steep inclines
which only operates in low range. This low gear can be
split which gives a total of 18 forward gears.
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As can be seen driving a fully loaded B-Double requires
high levels of concentration just on the operation of the
vehicles controls before any consideration of driving on
Victoria’s roads and all of the difficulties that that involves.
One of the most common situations that is noticed and
commented on by heavy vehicle drivers is the space
required to be left between vehicles. Although all
B-Doubles are fitted with ABS brakes, not all are fitted
with disc brakes but whatever the breaking system in use,
the stopping distances are far greater than for a car or
other small vehicle. To compensate for this, heavy
vehicles generally travel a greater distance from the
vehicle in front but when this space is constantly being
filled by other road users the truck driver is constantly
reducing speed then accelerating to maintain this gap.
This is tiring on the driver and very fuel inefficient as
maintaining momentum is what the driver is trying to
achieve. This also applies when approaching traffic lights.
A good heavy vehicle driver will anticipate when the
lights will change and adjust the vehicles speed to avoid
stopping or slowing to much. This is very often frustrated
by again other vehicles entering the space in front of the
truck and then breaking.
Many car drivers have commented about heavy vehicles
driving in the right hand lanes on freeways and highways.
It is very frustrating being ‘held’ up by these trucks. The
road rules apply to all vehicles from bicycles through to
B-Triples. If any vehicle is in the right lane and the speed
limit is above 80kmh, then that vehicle must not travel in
that lane unless overtaking. Therefore if the heavy vehicle
is passing slower traffic then it is permitted to travel in
that lane. If there is traffic in all of the lanes than again
the heavy vehicle is allowed to travel in the right hand
lane. It would appear that the attitude of a number of road
users believe that they have right of way when under
Victorian road law no driver has right of way. Drivers are
required to give way under our road laws.
Like all types of road users there are a number of heavy
vehicle ‘cowboys’ and unfortunately they tarnish the
reputation of the majority of truck drivers who know and
obey the road rules and look after other road users in
ways a lot of car drivers would not be aware of. So next
time you see a B-Double on the road take a minute to
appreciate the skills of the operator and give them a
little bit more space. You won’t know it but you may even
make his or her day better and you will be making our
roads a little bit safer.
Remember, courtesy is catching. If you enjoyed this
article maybe next time I will write about reversing a
B-Double. Now that is fun.
Michael Ashman

GOLF GTI TRACK DAY
In early November James and I were lucky enough to win a track day with the Mk 6 Golf GTIs at Calder Park
Raceway. Out of 2,000 entrants, only 200 people from both Melbourne and Sydney were selected for this day and it
was a privilege to take part.
On arrival, we were treated to breakfast and coffee during our sign in, while we got to know the other participants. We
then spent a short time in an informative and professional presentation designed to show us the features of the vehicle. Our instructors were introduced to us and the activities for the day unveiled.
We split up into two groups, Jimmy and I on separate teams, and headed down to the track with our new GTI caps on.
There were approximately 10 people in each team and 10 cars between us. A display of vehicles contained
optioned-up cars with a huge variety of accessories and we were invited to examine these.
The first part of the track day was wet water drills, driving hard through a wet corner and to experience the difference
between the Mk5 and the new Extended Electronic Differential lock (XDL) on the Mk6. The superior handling on the
Mk6 was impressive, giving a feeling of total control despite taking the corners on at high speed. This was due to the
XDL applying pressure to the inner front wheel during cornering to prevent spinning and improving traction.

We were encouraged to push the car hard, using either automatic mode or paddles on the 6-speed Direct Shift
Gearbox (DSG). Our instructors were highly capable and experienced. Among them were Scott Pye, James Brock,
Luke Yoldon, Tim Slade and the list went on. Although young, they were at the top of their game in motorsport and all
were happy to share their tricks and tips with us to ensure we enjoyed our day.
The next part of the day was laps where we were able to take the cars to their limit with our instructors beside us. My
car was red, clearly the fastest colour on the track! As there was a high ratio of cars to people, we managed to get
a very satisfactory number of laps under our belts and fine tune some of the skills we had learnt. It was a thrill to fly
around the track knowing your instructor could judge just how much both you and the car were capable of.
The final thrill was the hot laps. Instructors toyed with the cars, taking them to the absolute maximum, yet still
managing to keep total control. We were in awe as they used every inch of the track, including the rumble strips.
Extreme braking and cornering were no problem in these cars. The cars were totally stock and had no modifications
for the day, which made me want one even more!
Before we left for the day with huge smiles on our faces, we were each given a marvellous showbag containing a
model GTI, a GTI sweater and magazines. It was a brilliant touch to a fantastic day. Many thanks to all the
instructors, Volkswagen Australia and G-Force Promotions for putting on such a professional and interesting display.
Michelle Stepanovsky
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“ S H E W A S S O S W E E T,
S O P E R F E C T. S T I L L I S . ”

The passion, the pride of ownership, the sheer emotional attachment – no one
understands it better than Shannons. So when it comes to insurance for your
special car, daily drive, bike or even your home, there’s only one person you should
talk to - a fellow enthusiast at Shannons. So call Shannons for a quote on 13 46 46.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS | CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE |
SHANNONS.COM.AU
Shannons Limited is an authorised representative of Australian Alliance Insurance Company Limited, the issuer of this product. Refer to the Product Disclosure Statement by calling 13 46 46.
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Bib Stillwell BMW.

The Ultimate Driving Machines meet
the Ultimate Innovations Package.

High Beam Assist

Adaptive Headlights

Bi-Xenon Headlights

Satellite Navigation

The BMW 3 Series has always been a driving force in innovative design. And with the introduction of an
Innovations Package, the 3 Series has met its match, perfectly.
With features like high beams that automatically dip when they sense oncoming traffic and Bi-Xenon
headlights that can see around bends, you’ll discover innovations at every turn. In addition, the package
includes a USB/audio interface and headlight washer system, plus satellite navigation, which alone is equal
in value to the entire package.
Available on the 3 Series Sedan and Touring models, now’s the time for you to meet the ultimate in
innovation at Bib Stillwell BMW.

South Yarra
145 Williams Road
South Yarra
441 Malvern Road
Camberwell
1233 Toorak Road
www.bibstillwell.com.au

Tel: 9521 2121
Tel: 9521 3494
Tel: 9889 1866

* Innovations Package not available on 335i Sedan. Wheels shown are star-spoke 189 and are available through BMW Accessories.
Pictures for illustration purposes only. LMCT 7674 N26748
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Independent
Service
Specialist for
BMW and MINI

BM Tech is an independent service specialist for BMW and MINI.
Our fully trained technicians, using the very latest equipment and
information, thoroughly test and ensure that each carefully
selected pre-owned vehicle is of the highest quality.
To expertly and competitively service your BMW or Mini contact
Carl in Service on (03) 9836 1888 and to purchase a pre-owned
BMW or Mini call our sales department on (03) 9830 8888,
alternatively, visit www.bmtech.com.au for more information.
NEWS: We have just opened our new Essendon workshop at
290 Keilor Road Essendon North. Call Rob on (03) 9379 8810

BMWCCV COMMITTEE

Are you always searching for the perfect gift?

BMW Car Club
Victoria

Gift Certificates
BMW Car Club of Victoria is introducing Gift
Vouchers in 2010. The vouchers can be made out
to any denomination and can be used on all club
related events (except for Membership).
In 2010 we have a variety of events ranging from Social Dinners to Phillip Island
Motorsport days! It can be even used as a birthday gift for someone who may be
just learning to drive and would like to attend the annual DECA Family day. It’s a
great present for either your mates or loved ones.
BMW 75th Anniversary Grille Posters
Limited Edition timeline posters of the famous BMW Grille. These posters
were sourced internationally for our members and there is only a limited
amount of stock left.
$45.00 Non Members
$40.00 Members

Car Accident Reporting Kits
This is an essential functional item that should be kept in all vehicles. Being involved in an accident
can be daunting to anyone, from experienced to new drivers. In the heat of the moment sketchy details
are taken and in most cases no photographic evidence is taken of the other vehicles and your own
damage.
The problem is that you never know who you have been involved with and if they can be reliable during the insurance process whether it be your fault or not.
This handy kit contains:
•
12-exposure disposable camera
•
Black pen
•
1m long measuring tape
•
Complete single page accident report with space for all relevant and
crucial accident and insurance information
•
The kits are neatly rolled in a nylon wrap that fits easily into the glove
compartment of your car.
A must for every car owner
$15each or multiple purchase specials: 2 for $25, 3 for $35, 4 for $40

DECA from MATT
COLOUR
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DECA DRIVING DAY
It was with a little sluggishness that I managed to drag
myself out of a cozy bed at the ungodly hour of 6:30am,
Saturday Morning to be greeted by the effusive bustle of
my father zooming around the house collecting bits and
pieces from every corner and summarily loading up the
back of the car.
We were off to a Motorkhana day at DECA. A few weeks
before my father had told me “Hey, come down to the
Motorkhana day with me, you’ll have fun!”,
I agreed, I mean, what hot blooded 35 year old male
could possibly, with good consciousness, turn down the
opportunity to drive around race tracks and skid pans
at stupidly fast speeds and still sleep at night? But at
6:30am, I wasn’t so sure... I mean... it was Saturday?!
But depart we did with our BMW e30 racecar on the car
trailer behind, emblazoned with it’s sponsorship colours,
impatiently waiting for it’s chance of glory.
We arrived at DECA about 30 minutes late (thanks to
missing the turn to the ringroad and taking a tour of
Tullamarine Airport thanks to the helpful design of the M4
which careful omits any way to do a U-Turn) and
proceeded to get the car of the trailer. Of course, we
were running late, everyone else had signed in, so my
intrepid father jumped up into the car put it in gear and
gave it some stick. Shame about it being in in first gear,
not reverse.
The damage to the car as it catapulted off the front of the
trailer into the winch was thankfully only superficial, but
the damage to my father’s street-cred, after we got about
15 fellow drivers around for a good look and push to get
the car back onto the trailer, could only be solved by one
thing. Driving fast.
A Motorkhana, for those who have not been, is a day of
pure driving joy. Consisting of several mini events, each
one is timed and you race the clock.
The first “event” was the skid pan. Here, the organisers
put on their “Captain Evil” hats to design a course of
witches hats (aptly named) 150% guaranteed to send
you and your wheels into uncontrollable spins. Of course,
you “just” need to make it around all the witches hats and
back to the start box. Quickest car wins.
I watch my father navigate the course, not too bad, no
spin outs. Makes it back in reasonable time. I watch
some other drivers go out and spin their cars so much in
every direction that I actually wonder if they are racing the
clock or their tyre warranties.
My father drives the car up to me, jumps out and says
“Your turn!”.

“Oh, OK, Easy” I think, and jump in. What greets me is
a stripped down BMW, with a racing clutch that thinks
friction points are for wusses, brakes that grip like a blue
tongue and an engine that splutters bitterly if you dare let
it idle at anything below 4000 RPM.
I put it in first, give it some revs, let the clutch out and I
am raci... stalled. I ruefully start the car again to my
father’s helpful encouragement of “You need to give it
some revs” and try again. I only stall it twice more before
I get to the start line, I feel like I am doing pretty good!
The official, standing there cozy with his clipboard and
stopwatch says “Ready when you are”, I give it some
revs (a lot more this time) slam the car into first, drop the
clutch and push the pedal to the metal and fire off out of
the gate like a bat out of hell.
I fly around the skid pan, trying to keep a smooth line as
I go, not too much wheel spin, keep the accelerator at
a reasonable speed, dance on the brakes and the next
thing I know I am back in the gate.
My dad is looking on impressed, the official says “nice
time, the fastest today so far”, I look at him in shock,
“Really?”, but my ego doesn’t get much chance to inflate
as he follows on with “Would have been great if you
hadn’t gone around a cone backwards.” Ugh!
After my second shot though, and my two shots at the
second wickedly laid out skid pan track (including two
reversing sections!) my father and I compare notes. I am
faster on both skid pans! I win the first round! No gain of
street-cred there, Pa!
We head off to the second activity, the race track. Here
each driver has two rounds of the track with no other cars
on the track. Fastest driver wins.
I watch the cars drive around, see the times, 1m30s,
1m35s, I think to myself that I shouldn’t be that bad, I
mean, I HAVE played those car racing games in the video
arcade, how hard can it be?
After jumping in and strapping down I head off around the
track. Another official has really helpfully put three TIGHT
chicanes in, made out of more of those evil witches hats,
which adds some spice to the trip. I make it around, still
in one piece and screech to a halt… the time? 1m32s!
“HAH”, I think, not too bad for a first shot. My father
again comes around and gives me some helpful advice of
“You could probably go faster if you change up past 2nd
gear on the straight, you know”. Bah!!
On my second shot around the track, I actually manage
to change all the way up to 3rd and get back in under
1m24s… not too shabby.
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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DECA DRIVING DAY
Co n tinued
But then dad straps in and goes around, in, oh, nothing
too flash, only 1m17s. Hmm... maybe the old man can
crawl back some of that cred. He goes around again and
shaves another couple of seconds off his time, making
him the fastest driver on the track so far. Not too bad, but
you know, the day is young, I can catch up I am sure.
The third activity is driving around what can only be
described as the “confusion”. It is a driver training course
track, with off road sections! Father goes out first, but
takes a right at Alburquerque instead of left. He goes out
again and this time takes another wrong turn. I helpfully
stand at the start finish line giving him lots of professional
pointers and helpful advice, but, for some reason, he
doesn’t really appreciate it. On his fourth go around he
gets it right and notches fastest time of day – pity it was
invalid…!
I jump in now, determined to show father how it is done.
It’s not that I took a wrong turn so much as just decided
that racing on the track and defined course was just not
the thing to do on this sunny Saturday morning. The second attempt found me wondering around in my race car
on parts of the track that were probably last travelled by
Burke & Wills. But no fear! I come back with a wonderful
time. Last.
So we go off to the final activity. At this point, I had won
the skid pan, Dad had just barely beaten me on the race
track by a measly 10 seconds and we had both bombed
out of the cross country course. It was time to settle the
score. This part of the DECA complex must be where
they train stunt doubles for 007. It is a two way constant
figure 8 that has you constantly fighting a battle between
acceleration and your car’s tendency to turn into a very
heavy frisbee.
We both fly around the track in reasonable times. But,
really, in the end, after it is all said and done, who won
that final sprint is not important. The important thing is
that we both had a lot of fun and that it was really exciting (besides, he had an advantage, it was his car, he
had driven at DECA before, was more experienced, didn’t
stall as often and he got fastest time out of everyone on
that figure 8...).

Join the ’02 Register

So that sums up my day at DECA. If you have never
been to a Motorkhana, I thoroughly recommend it. You
don’t need a race car, or even a BMW e30, bring your
own car and you will learn a lot about how it handles and
behaves on a race track. Keep an eye out on the BMW
Car Club of Victoria forum for their next event. I hope to
see you there!
Mikel Lindsaar
Editors Addition: Note from a Proud Father - Mikel f
inished the day 7th outright and second in the Racing
class, not bad for a first timer and he’ll be back – (sigh)
- Oliver Lindsaar
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Phone Doug Read on tel:03 9729 4054

BMW CONFIRMS LOCAL
ARRIVAL FOR NEW Z4 sDrive35is
BMW has confirmed its new high-performance Z4
Roadster, which will officially debut at the Detroit auto
show, will join the line-up in Australia.

BMW Group Australia managing director, Stavros
Yallouridis, says the new hero roadster will make a
welcome addition to the local line-up.

Accelerating from standstill to 100 km/h in just 4.8
seconds, the BMW Z4 sDrive35is features a modified
straight-six twin turbo engine with high precision injection
technology with an output of 250 kW.

“Total sales of all sports cars in the segment above
$80,000 have been stuck in neutral this year, but the new
Z4 Roadster is one of the few to defy this trend.
Customer deliveries have doubled from the run-out
volumes of the predecessor model last year and monthly
sales are tracking at their highest levels since the Z4
nameplate was first introduced back in 2003.

The roadster’s impressive performance time is identical
to the six-speed manual BMW M3 Coupé. Peak torque is
450 Newton-metres, increasing briefly to 500 Newtonmetres courtesy of an overboost function.
The new halo model for the Z4 Roadster range is fitted
exclusively with BMW’s seven-speed Sport Automatic
with double clutch operation – including a launch control
function - and an M Sport Package including adaptive
suspension which also lowers the car by 10 millimetres.
Despite increased performance, fuel consumption
and CO2 emissions are no higher than the 225 kW Z4
sDrive35i, an excellent example of the
EfficientDynamics mission of delivering typical BMW
driving pleasure customers expect whilst minimising
emissions.
In addition to the engine’s impressive blend of
performance and fuel consumption, the roadster is also
equipped standard with BMW EfficientDynamics
technologies such as Brake Energy Regeneration,
Electric Power Steering and on-demand control and
management of ancillary units.

“As we move into summer, we’re seeing a further
increase in customer orders for the new Z4 Roadster,
which combines classic proportions with modern
sportiness. The more powerful Z4 sDrive35is will no
doubt be eagerly sought after by roadster aficionados,”
he says.
The new BMW Z4 sDrive35is will arrive in local BMW
showrooms in May. Pricing will be confirmed closer to
launch.
Currently the Z4 sDrive35i is the most popular Z4
purchased by Australian customers, accounting for 44
per cent of all sales, followed by the Z4 sDrive30i (30 per
cent) and Z4 sDrive23i (26 per cent).

BMW Press Club
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A VISIT TO THE BUILD PLANT
AT REGENSBURG AND BMW MUSEUM, MUNICH
In my role as BMW Clubs Australia International
Delegate, Evelyn and I travel somewhere in the world
each year to attend the Annual Conference of BMW
Clubs International Council. The 2009 conference was
held in September in beautiful Regensburg, 126 kms
north east of Munich on the Danube River.
Regensburg was established in the 10th Century as the
seat of regional royalty for the Saxe area of Bavaria. It
soon became a trading port on the mighty Danube,
trading in eastern spices and textiles and became
incredibly wealthy. To this day there is evidence of that
wealth in the magnificent period homes, many of which
have spires designed to be bigger and higher, and
therefore more opulent, than their neighbours. Central to
the medieval city is Regensburg’s St Mathew’s
Cathedral, a magnificent Gothic church that took 600
years to complete.

The economic downturn saw the plant drop back from
three shifts, and it is expected that will resume shortly.
Interestingly, during excavations for the site, a Roman
bathhouse was discovered. A large area of this has been
preserved “as found” with many artefacts on display in
the Visitor Centre. Photography is not allowed so you will
have to take my word for it!
Our tour of the plant started at the Press Building where
a giant press stamps out body components. The press
weight to form the panels is equivalent to the Eiffel Tower
dropping onto the press moulds every 20 seconds ...
8100 tonnes!! The press sits on a bed of concrete six
metres deep to protect the local area from the shocks
and tremors the press produces every time it drops. All
“stampings” (the pieces of steel that fall out to make
holes in the panels) are collected beneath the press and
are recycled. This has become a major part of BMW’s
philosophy in that as much power and water as possible
is sourced from “clean” facilities on site. The plant has its
own diesel power generating plant and collects all its own
water.
On then into the assembly halls where the first panel of
a new 1-Series appears ... the boot floor / over axle floor
pan. From here, the body shell is untouched by
human hand in the 11 hours it takes to complete the shell.
Robots abound, fastidiously assembling and welding the
shell together. There is an air of calm in the plant, no rush
or bother, just the “shoosh” of the robots working. At
regular intervals, shells are extracted from the build line
and subjected to 18000 laser reference point checks to
make sure everything is where it should be. It is amazing
to see the robots fittings doors and boot lids!

Why 600 years? Next door was a smaller church that the
cathedral needed the site of to expand into, but to no
avail. It took many, many years of negotiation before the
site was acquired and further building could go ahead.
The crypt of the church holds the remains of all the
former Bishops of the City of Regensburg and to stand
under the 110’ high ceilings, all supported by only
sandstone, is a sobering experience.
Regensberg itself is a beautiful city that now boasts a
population of some 70000 people and some world
renowned higher education facilities. Fortunately, the city
escaped almost unscathed during the bombings of the
Second World War because it is a long way inland and
there was only one target of interest (which did take a
beating) in the Messerschmidt aircraft factory. Of
particular interest is the 11th Century stone bridge which
straddles the Danube to this day and is the oldest stone
bridge in Europe, now used only as a foot bridge.
BMW established a Build Plant in Regensburg in the
mid-70s. It has been modernised over the years and now
produces Z4, M3 and 1-Series vehicles in two daily shifts.
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Once the shell is completed it goes through a dipping
process which initially cleans it of any contaminants
picked up on the line. It is then dipped again in a
hydrostatic bath to bond rust proofing material to the
shell. From there, to a process that we had never been
allowed to see in numerous visits to these sites ... the
paint shop!
The body is electrically charged to disperse any attached
fluff, for example, and is transported into a totally
automated booth where the first of three coats is applied,
an etch primer to form a bond for the coming paint. Again,
robots open all the doors (and fuel filler flap!) before
applying the etch primer in ... 28 seconds!! Next stage is
the “colour coat” where the body colour is robotically
applied to all surfaces in a flat (matte) finish using all
water-based paints. Again, part of the BMW clean
philosophy. The paint dries almost instantaneously to an
even cover and is micron-perfect in its application. Next
comes the “gloss coat” where a coat of gloss is applied all
over the areas that need it, again in 28 seconds. You will
have seen that under the bonnet and in the boot there is
no gloss applied, part of BMW’s policy of reducing
unnecessary pollution.

A VISIT TO THE BUILD PLANT
AT REGENSBURG AND BMW MUSEUM, MUNICH
Conti nu e d
The robot closes all the doors again and the body is on
its way to have all the opening panels removed for further
build processes.
The painted shell and its panels are stored in a “library”
until it their time to proceed on to the final assembly
line. Interior and exterior trim and electrics are installed,
mostly by hand (except when a robot installs the dash
and seats, wonderful to watch!) as the car progresses.
Then comes the “marriage” where the almost complete
body shell is “married” to its underparts in the form of a
complete engine / transmission / final drive / suspension /
brakes unit. The unit is lifted hydraulically and
positioned by lasers under the shell. In almost the blink of
an eye, the entire subassembly is positioned and bolted
into place, untouched by a human hand. From there the
almost complete cars proceed through their final stages,
wheels fitted and the tank filled (by robot) before the
engine is started remotely, final inspection and off to
dispatch to somewhere in the world. And every one of
the 1100 vehicles that roll out each week is presold to a
dealer somewhere ...
From beautiful Regensburg, on the autobahn to Munich,
with seemingly endless black Audis cruising past at 200+
kph! Next stop was the new BMW Museum which opened
in July 2009. You know when you walk into somewhere
very special, there is an almost spiritual feeling? This is
the impression the Museum gave me. Very quiet,
spotlessly clean and beautifully laid out. We had been
there two year’s previously when it was still being built
and it was interesting to see how the construction work
we had seen had developed into this spectacular
homage to all things BMW. The Museum is structured so
that there is a constant “going down” as the exhibits are
viewed, an almost imperceptible downward motion. There
are areas set off the main transit route providing displays
of 7-Series, a whole wall of motorcycles, a “stack” of ‘80’s
models, all interspersed with displays of all types of
engines, including the famous aero engines. I had
spotted an area I didn’t want to miss in A Tribute to
Motorsport ... a room with the 1983 World Championship
F1, Nelson Piquet Brabham BT52 and Mark Webber’s
Williams FW22-BMW mounted on the wall beside it.
			

Nelson Piquet’s 1983
F1 Brabham-BMW BT52

Mark Webber’s 2006
Williams FW22-BMW

I loved a comment made by Dr Thomas Tischler of BMW
Group Classic when I mentioned that F1 supremo Bernie
Ecclestone has the Nelson Piquet car in his private
collection ... “He thinks he has the Nelson Piquet car in
his private collection ...” was Thomas’ reply!!
I do not hide my love of touring cars, and the next room
we found was, to me, the highlight. Approaching the
room, one can see the rear of five cars ... 3.5CSL IMSA
(Amon / Stuck), 2000 TISA (Hahne), E21 Group 5 (Junior
Team ... Cheever etc), E30 M3 (Pirro), E46 M3GT (US
Le Mans Series) all assembled as though they are sitting
on a grid, and on the end wall was the graphic of a race
circuit as seen from that grid. As you walk through the
door, all the engines start and the senses are bombarded
by surround-sound revving racing engines ... magical!

Chris Amon / Hans
Stuck 3.5CSL		

				

The “grid”

From there (eventually!!) into the M Engine Room (a
display of every M-Powered engine) and the M display
... M1, E30 M3, E28 M5 (yes!!!), M635CSi, E36 M3, then
the ground floor with its Z8 (driven two of those now),
328, 507, 315, up a level to the Z1 Art Car and a lovely
display of more every day cars ... E21, 1602. There was
the E1, an electrically powered car that never made
production and which proves that eco-friendly cars don’t
have to be ugly! Of particular interest was the brand new
2002 which had been built, in 2002, using all new parts
from the-then BMW Mobile Tradition range. There is a
wonderful gift shop of models, books and such, and a
healthy lunch bar.
The displayed cars are, of course, absolutely pristine in
their presentation. I am so glad we took the time on our
way to London to visit the Museum, and as Club
members we are all entitled to preferential entry costs.
Stay at the Gerag Karl Theodor Hotel on Club discounted
tariff which is only 10 minutes away. If you’re going to
Munich, talk to me, I will be happy to arrange it all for you.
Our own little Magical Mystery Tour, just wonderful.
Stewart Garmey
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CUTLER AND RALPH
AT SANDOWN HISTORICS
Despite Sandown’s reputation as a power circuit, Kew optometrist Bill Cutler in his E30 M3 and Chris Ralph in his
2002 performed giant killing roles at the big historic meeting last November.
Groups A & C Touring Cars
Bill Cutler was taking part in this category, which is for touring cars that raced in Australia from 1973 to 1992 (i.e. no
replicas allowed). His M3 was used by Roberto Ravaglia to win the 1987 World Touring Car Championship and was
also raced at Bathurst that year. The main opposition to the BMW comprised of Commodore’s and Torana V8s, with
about twice the horsepower of the 2.3 litre four cylinder M3.
Qualifying saw Bill in seventh place out of 19 starters, in a time of 1:24.2, with six Holden five litre V8s ahead of the
M3. In race one Bill held this position to the chequered flag, recording a sizzling lap time of 1:22.8 on lap five of eight,
which was to be his fastest time of the weekend. Race two (on Sunday morning) was red flagged after only three
laps. Bill’s M3 became stuck in the gravel trap at “Dandenong Road” corner, after sliding on oil. A Torana crashed
and burned at the same point, fortunately without injury to the driver. Bill officially placed 6th in the race, which was
declared according to positions held at the end of the preceding lap.
The final race was over eight laps and the M3 crossed the line in fifth place, a remarkable performance considering
Sandown’s two long straights give the V8s a huge advantage. The little M3 was really screaming, thrilling not only the
sizeable crowd but also the people who have worked hard on its rebuild, not least its intrepid driver!
Under 3 Litre Historic Touring Cars (Groups Nb and Nc)
This category is for pre-1973 touring cars of a type which raced in Australia. Unlike Groups A & C discussed above,
the actual cars need not to have raced here in period.
Three BMW 2002 drivers ably upheld the honour of the marque. By far the quickest was Chris Ralph. In a vast field
of 34 Under 3 Litre Touring Cars, Chris was an outstanding fifth fastest in qualifying, in a time of 1:31.3. Given that
Chris was giving away lots of cubic centimetres to some of his other competitors, this was a very good lap time indeed.
Geoffrey Davis qualified his 2002 in 23rd spot with 1:41.2, while Justin Brown’s 2002ti struck problems, necessitating
him starting from the rear of the grid in the first race, held over eight laps.
While Mark Johnson in his Porsche 911 cleared away to win all three races, Chris Ralph drove brilliantly to finish third
in the first event, his fastest lap an astounding 1:30.5. Justin Brown charged through the field from his last place on
the grid to finish tenth, with a fastest lap of 1:34.1, while Geoffrey Davis drove steadily into 22nd place.
The second race saw Chris Ralph improve another place to finish second, but the Davis and Brown 2002s dropped
out after four of the six laps had been completed. Davis was unable to repair his car for the final race but Justin Brown
made the starting grid, driving into a solid 13th place and recording his fastest lap of the weekend at 1:33.1. Again it
was Chris Ralph who took the fight up to Mark Johnson’s 911 and he was only a couple of seconds behind the
Porsche at the finish. (Incidentally Mark Johnson is also a BMW admirer and owns an early seventies 3.0CSi, as does
Bill Cutler).
Groups Sb & Sc (Production Sports Cars to 1977)
My own participation in the weekend’s action was truncated by the need to attend a family celebration in Sydney on
the Saturday, meaning I was unable to record a qualifying time. However my 1971 BMW 3.0CSi performed well in
Friday’s untimed practice sessions, helped by the fitment of a fresh engine during the winter, now fuel injected and
with a hotter cam. We lined up in 34th and last grid spot for the first of Sunday’s races.
Conducted over six laps this race saw victory for Geoff Morgan’s Porsche Carrera 2.7 from ‘heavy metal’ in the shape
of Paul Blackie’s 7.4 litre (!) Corvette and Ian Ross’s Shelby GT350. We managed to pass nine cars during the race,
to finish 25th.
In the main race, held over eight laps on Sunday afternoon, the first three places were unchanged. We made up a
further nine places, admittedly partly through attrition, to cross the line in 16th place, with a fastest lap of 1:33.5. This
was nearly nine seconds slower than race winner Morgan’s fastest lap, but at least we weren’t lapped!
However for BMW aficionados, the stunning drives of Bill Cutler and Chris Ralph were the highlights of the meeting,
proving once again that BMW is truly a “Top Marque.”
Richard Batchelor
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ROLLS ROYCE GHOST LAUNCH
THE ULTIMATE BMW?
So technically it’s not ‘actually’ a BMW, but those of us
that keep up with who owns whom in the car world (which
seems to change month to month), know that BMW has
owned Rolls Royce since its split with Bentley in 2002,
which was taken over by VW. Bentley and Rolls had been
one company since 1931 where they produced very
similar cars in both style and mechanical substance.
Bentley generally had the ‘sporty’ models while Rolls
Royce focussed on pure luxury. Since the split, the two
companies diverged down two very different paths.
While Bentley introduced a new entry level model (the
Continental GT at a bargain price of $400,000 at the
time), Rolls Royce introduced the Phantom which is still
regarded as the ultimate statement on the road, retailing
at $1,075,000. Now the two companies seem to be
crossing each others axis again. Bentley has introduced
a new high end model (Brooklands, retailing at $695,710)
and Rolls Royce has decided to broaden its appeal and
introduce a new entry level model, Ghost. Although I
imagine very few would be able to comprehend an entry
model which starts at $650,000 on road (that is before
the very extensive option list where the standard
equipment doesn’t even read the specification of
standard equipment you would get on say an M5).
Nonetheless, it is now the cheapest model that Rolls
Royce produce (and has its underpinnings based on the
new BMW 760Li).
Jen and I had the privilege of attending one of the very
exclusive launches of the Ghost at Trivett Classic in
Melbourne. I say ‘one of’ because to make it more
intimate, Trivett very cleverly decided to run the launch
over a few nights with a few small groups so that there
would be more of an opportunity to check out the car and
have face time with the top end of Trivett motor group
including the Chairman, Greg Duncan, as well as some
representatives flown over directly from Rolls Royce in
South-East Asia to discuss what your needs were and
what exact specifications you might like your new Ghost
delivered in, including the recently launched in Australia,
Rolls Royce Bespoke service.

Another fine part to the night was the very high quality,
degustation type finger food that was served as well as
alcohol from the high end of town. You had your usual &
stereotypical Moet for champagne, white was a Shaw &
Smith’s Sauvingon blanc and for red something from
Penfold’s shed (no it was not grange, I just can’t
remember it exactly). But the most impressive was the
McCallum 18 year old Single Malt that was brought out
towards the end of the night. This was a very nice
surprise and something I hadn’t experienced at one of
these launches before. Being a little bit of a connoisseur
for Single Malts, it had me really impressed. Although
the lady was a bit surprised when I asked for it sans ice
(wouldn’t want to ruin such a nice drop with ice) and even
more surprise that Jen wanted one too.
This must have been aimed at the male clientele as when
I left Jen alone for some time with the car, the head of
Marketing & Events at Trivett, James Jancu, spotted Jen
with her Single Malt (and as bad as it sounds), was very
impressed that a female was partaking in the malt. He
explained about the partnerships they were trying to
foster with several companies as a mutual benefit
between Trivett & makers of fine food and drink (which
explains the high end malt).
All in all a fantastic night to showcase a fantastic car. If
you’re 760Li just isn’t enough for you anymore (you read
this Tony Whelan?) then Ghost is for you, as the new
ultimate BMW.
Length -5.4m
Weight- 2.4 tonne
Engine- 6.6L twin turbo V12
Output- 420Kw @ 5250rpm, 780nm @ 1500rpm
Gearbox- 8 speed automatic
Performance- 0-100km 4.9 seconds. Top Speed 250km/h
Marc Warshall

Just like a good Bespoke suit, this involves building a car
to any specifications that you might want, only limited by
the size of your bank account and the Rolls Royce
company image. Although, taste is not a factor, one
customer in the US has ordered a hot pink Phantom
including hot pink leather seats, using the bespoke
service. Another order was a pure bright white Ghost,
including white leathers inside. Rolls Royce could not get
the lambs wool rugs to this white and ensure long term
durability (the bleaching would cause them to fall apart)
so as a substitute the floor would also be leather. I’m
guessing this customers name started with something
like Snoop and ended in Dogg although the reps would
not confirm this.
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FRANK GARDNER TRIBUTE
Frank Gardner, racing driver, born 1 October 1930; died 29 August 2009
Frank Gardner, the laconic Aussie racing driver was one
of the most popular and charismatic personalities on the
British motor-racing scene in the 1960s and 70’s. He
gained respect as a tough and uncompromising
competitor who raced in a wide variety of cars and
usually had a pithy, ironic assessment of those he
concluded delivered performance that was below par.

Gardner raced Willment Ford Cortinas in the British
saloon car championship and made his formula one
debut in the 1964 British grand prix at Brands Hatch,
Kent, where Willment fielded a Brabham formula two car
fitted with a production-based Ford twin-cam engine. He
collided with another competitor on the grid and never got
away from the start.

Later he became famous for this quip: “I never wanted to
be the fastest racing driver – just the oldest.”

It was in touring cars that he would find his true métier.
In 1967, driving for the Byfleet-based Alan Mann racing
organisation, he won the British touring car
championship at the wheel of a Ford Falcon V8, then
repeated the achievement the following year at the wheel
of one of the newly unveiled Ford Escorts. In 1973 he
would win the title for a third time in a fearsomely
powerful 7-litre Chevrolet Camaro.

He competed in speedway and motorcycle events before
switching to race a Jaguar XK120 at Mount Druitt in 1948,
close by his native city of Sydney, Australia. But an initial
interest had been boxing; he won all six of his
professional fights. “The walk from the dressing room to
the ring is always the apprehensive thing,” he said. “The
last thing you’re thinking is that the bloke is going to sort
you out. That walk, with people cheering or heckling you,
was always the big thing. The rest of it was a formality if
you’d trained right. Like rowing, boxing was a discipline
that got you organised for later life.”
Frank Gardner might not have been as well known
outside his sport as his contemporaries Jim Clark, Jackie
Stewart and Jochen Rindt, but that was exactly how
he preferred it. In a career that spanned a quarter of a
century and embraced championships in Formula 5000
(1971) and British saloon cars (1967, ‘68) and success in
international sportscar racing, he established a
reputation as a redoubtable professional and car sorter
par excellence (the car sorter sets up the car so it
operates at maximum effectiveness). With his white flannel hat and devastatingly dry sense of humour he came
across as precisely what he was: a quick racer driver
who had seen enough of life to get his head around it and
understand just where he fitted in.
A tough all-round sportsman who excelled at boxing,
swimming and motorcycle racing in his youth, Gardner
bought a Jaguar C-type, at the wheel of which he won
the New South Wales sports car championship in 1956.
Like his compatriot Jack Brabham before him, he soon
realised that if he was to expand his racing horizons, he
would have to leave his native shores and compete in
Britain.
He duly arrived in the UK in 1958, working as a mechanic
with the Aston Martin sports car racing team, followed by
a stint with the Jim Russell racing drivers’ school at
Snetterton in Norfolk. He then worked at the Brabham
factory in Surrey, both building and racing cars in the
thriving formula junior category, the most important
category for aspiring grand prix stars.
In 1963 he drove sports cars and formula junior
machinery for the Ian Walker racing team, based in north
London, before switching to the team run by the huge
John Willment Ford dealership in Twickenham.
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After returning to Australia in the mid-1970s Gardner won
the 1977 Australian Sports Sedan Championship. After
running the Allan Grice Touring Car and Sports Sedan
team in the late 70s, it rolled into a factory touring car
preparation for BMW in the Australian Touring Car
Championship, a team he would run from the programs
toe in the water inception with a BMW 318i turbo Sports
Sedan in 1980 all the way until 1987. During that time
his team won the 1985 and 1987 Australian Touring Car
Championships with Jim Richards. When BMW returned
to the Australian championship in 1991 it was with
Gardner’s team. The factory BMW team continued with
Gardner, switching to (Supertouring cars in 1994) at the
helm until 1998, winning the 1994 (with Longhurst), 1995
and 1997 (with Paul Morris) Super Touring titles.
He forged a reputation as a specialist in big cars such as
Ford’s Falcon and Boss Mustang, Chevrolet’s Camaro
or Lola’s brutish open-wheeled Formula 5000 machines:
“You wore a single seater and you drove it to the stage
where you felt your tyres go light and knew you were
somewhere near the limit. The trick was to keep the tyres
feeling as light as possible, because while you did that it
was like being on a skid pan. Before you slide everything
goes light and a bit peaceful, but go over it and then it all
takes off on you.”

FRANK GARDNER TRIBUTE FRANK GARDNER TRIBUTE
Continued
MONTHLY MEETING
Gardner turned down the chance to race F1 full-time with
Brabham when Dan Gurney left in 1965. Denny Hulme
grabbed the opportunity, and went on to become world
champion. Gardner had no regrets, and chose instead
to race for Ford. “It was the best deal in the world, a
lot more than I would have been getting for F1. I didn’t
necessarily want to be the quickest driver in the business,
though I certainly wanted to be the oldest...”
He would never be persuaded into acknowledging his
own heroics that day and was equally diffident about that
car-sorting tag, preferring instead to pay strong homage
to the Lola founder Eric Broadley. “A lot of good people
had the benefits of Eric’s philosophies, such as Patrick
Head and John Barnard.”
Motor racing fascinated him, but he regarded it wryly. “Of
course, it’s all moved on now, hasn’t it?” he said after he
had retired. “Everybody is convinced that you can’t move
unless you’ve got five engineers, computers, a trainer, an
adviser, a bloody manager, a solicitor, a Protestant Pope
and an Irish king! The basics haven’t altered, but the cost
has just gone through the roof. In the old days you’d walk
into a shop like Brabham’s and there’s your car, all those
tubes on the wall. You want the car, go and make it.”
Memorably, in the 1969 Nürburgring 1,000km race, he
was hired to drive the prototype Porsche 917 with a
British co-driver, David Piper. It was a luridly powerful car
that was unpredictable to drive in even the most benign
conditions, let alone the tortuous 22.5km track through
the Eifel mountains. Gardner did not remember the
experience with affection. “The computer said that the
917 would handle fine on nine-inch wheel rims, but then
the computer was not strapped in the cockpit,” he
recalled. “If you’d stopped concentrating for a second,
you would have needed a map to find your way back to
the circuit.”
Gardner retired from driving in the early 1980s and
subsequently had two stints running the BMW team in the
Australian touring car championship after he returned to
live here. He also supported many road-safety initiatives
and for many years drove the safety car at the Australian
grand prix with an aplomb and control that reflected his
huge experience behind the wheel.

The night began with the welcome and a run down of
what was in store. Our generous host who provided
refreshments and the pizzas, Precision International was
represented by Matt Clarke, Paul Cox and spokesman
Noel Bell. Precision have a JPS 6 series race car on
display belonging to Dean from Peninsula BM. Special
thanks to Matt and the team from Precision for their
hospitality and the display. Again thanks always to the
helpers and volunteers who are tirelessly ready to pitch
in. Raffle prize contributions and donations from Melbourne Performance Centre, BMW Australia,
Resi-Check Building Consultants and Dave Stillwell.
Apologies from special invited guest Pip Barker, Frank’s
Chief Engineer back in the JPS and Supertourer days.
Pip was unable to make the trip down from Sydney due to
work commitments. I have a testimony post up on the
forums from Pip and another from a gentleman by the
name of David Kaylor who knew Frank quite well. It was
time to remember Frank and I had prepared. There was
respectful silence throughout the valedictory…….except
when I recounted some of Frank’s dry, witty one liners
which drew the emotional laugh, the kind you have when
you realise the loss of a real life.
We had a fantastic racing video to show from 1987 which
had everyone on the edge of their seats when Jim
Richards’ JPS M3 finally made a successful clean
passing move after several incredible attempts on Peter
Brock in a Commodore at Simmons Plains. We finished
up with Michael Stillwell and Jim Richards in a “Top Gear
on the leather lounge” style interview.
It was rewarding to see everyone there, having a great
time and awesome to see the JPS machines including
the Formula SAE entry and their team from WA, Edith
Cowan University, liveried in JPS tribute colours. I had
invited them from the Formula SAE event on the
weekend.
Finally, thank you to Michael Stillwell and Jim Richards,
the night could not have been as good as it was without
you and your recollections. Thanks for the turnout
everyone.
NED
aka David Cheong

Ten years ago Gardner drove Professor Sid Watkins’
safety car at the Australian GP in Melbourne. “I don’t
have regrets,” he said, “but I would like to have sampled
some of the sophisticated equipment that’s developed
since I stopped racing. I was looking at that new Mercedes GT car at the Grand Prix Ball last night, and a thing
like that gives you a traveller in the trousers. You would
love to be 40 years younger. My only regrets are missing
out on driving something like that, otherwise I’m happy
the way things went. Earning big money is one thing,
being around to spend it is another.”
VALĚ FRANK GARDNER
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FIRST LOOK: THE NEW BMW
3 SERIES COUPE AND CONVERTIBLE
First images released by the
world’s leading luxury
manufacturer of the new
BMW 3 Series Coupé and
Convertible provide an insight
into the look of the new class
leading models.

At the front the new BMW 3 Series
Coupe and Convertible receive new
dual round headlights with light
rings and light bars, redesigned
front bumper and bonnet, an even
greater three-dimensional kidney
grille and trim bars in the lower front
air-dam finished in silver.

New exterior colours, a modified
range of leather upholstery as well
as innovative entertainment
functions from BMW ConnectedDrive are further highlights offered
by the new BMW 3 Series Coupé
and Convertible.

At first glance the distinctive
changes include design changes
to the front, side and rear to give
both sporting models an even more
dynamic and athletic appearance.

To the side the lower sill has been
redesigned and at the rear a newly
designed bumper and two piece
L-shaped light cluster with new
LED-fed lights complete the picture.

The new BMW 3 Series Coupé and
Convertible are scheduled to arrive
in Australia in mid 2010. Model
variants, specification and pricing
will be announced closer to launch.

“Currently the BMW 3 Series Coupé and Convertible account for 25 per cent of
3 Series volume and 10 per cent of BMW sales overall”
BMW Press Club Release

BMW GROUP AUSTRALIA APPOINTS NEW
HEAD OF CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS
BMW Group Australia has appointed Tim James to the position of PR & Corporate Communications Manager,
effective 22 February. James, 34, was previously the Product Communications Manager in the corporate
communications team at BMW Group Australia.
Toni Andreevski, 36, who has led BMW’s corporate communications activities in Australia since mid 2006, has been
appointed to the role of Product & Market Planning Manager with responsibility for Australia and New Zealand.
BMW Group Australia Managing Director, Stavros Yallouridis, welcomed the moves.“Tim has developed a wealth of
experience within the company across various roles in BMW, MINI and BMW Motorrad as well as most recently in
corporate communications.
“We are confident he will continue the on-going success of the company’s corporate communications activities. With
his extensive product knowledge and experience in the luxury automotive industry, Toni will take on responsibility for
BMW and MINI product and market planning functions as the company prepares for its next model offensive,” Mr
Yallouridis said.
												
BMW Press Club
ED. From everyone at BMWCCV we wish Tim the best of luck in his new role.
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CARS OF THE WORLD
TO RAISE AWARENESS FOR RETINA AUSTRALIA
What a wet and soggy Sunday morning for this event with BMW being the feature marque. Some 30 brave car
owners fronted at Brandon Park for the Cavalcade to the Show with some 18-20 members attending. The evenings
News weather report showed that we had had some 60mm of rain fall in the 24 hours – one month’s rain in a day.
Shame for the event but fantastic for our bone dry gardens – I just hope our struggling farmers were as happy as us
city folk.
There was a great mix of classic cars including ‘02s, 6 Series, E30’s (fast becoming classics) and the modern 1, 3, 5
and 7 Series. Doug Read organised the 02 Register members to bring their cars out in the pouring rain and all
performed extremely well.
The drive initially took us south down Springvale Road which was pretty slow, stop start motoring but once we moved
onto the Mornington Peninsula Freeway the cars (especially the classics) cleared the cobwebs and away we all went.
The drive took us through most of the Peninsula countryside with some great scenery and bits of windy roads to keep
us entertained. We stopped off at Tyabb Packing Shed Antiques for breakfast as I was starving and our
Grand-daughter Eva needed some exercise. Eva had a great time looking at the books and the “old” Barbie Dolls that
were on display – yes we succumbed and bought one to add to her collection.
At the Hastings Foreshore Reserve all the Beemers were lined up as can be seen in the accompanying photo. Bacon
and egg sandwiches from the Scouts and coffee from the truck was arranged and accompanied by a great jazz band
to help warm us up. There was a range of Elfin cars that were transported for show but unfortunately they could not
be displayed due to the weather.
The event was really well organised, it was just a shame the weather obviously prevented a large number of “older”
cars from venturing out. The BMW Car Club of Victoria was well represented and good camaraderie was enjoyed by
all attendees.
Graeme Eime
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MOTORING 101
HOW NOT TO TAKE A CAR OFF A TRAILER
1. Park tow car and trailer in a location with enough room to back race car off rear of trailer
2. Take ramps out from under trailer, and set up ramps to allow driver to back race car off rear of trailer
3. Unload all extraneous items from boot of race car
4. Remove all items from trailer to allow full access to car
5. Open driver’s door as far as possible and wind down driver’s side window to allow access to interior of race car
6. Climb through drivers windows and ensure race car handbrake is on, and car is in reverse gear
7. Climb out again
8. Remove rear tie down straps from rear wheels
9. Remove front tie down straps from front tow hooks
10. Climb back through driver’s window into race car
11. Attach steering wheel
12. Depress clutch, and start race car
13. Depress accelerator a little- take revs to 2000 rpm to avoid stalling
14. Ease foot off clutch
15. Curse loudly as car jumps forward and falls off front of trailer, hitting the winch stand and breaking the fibreglass
front bumper
16. Remove steering wheel, and climb out of car through driver’s windows
17. Inspect front of car for damage to radiator and oil cooler
18. Breathe a large sigh of relief – no coolant or oil dripping out – superficial damage to splitter and front bumper only
19. Walk across to driver’s briefing (which
you’ve missed) and explain with a very
red face what the loud bang was to a lot
of very amused fellow drivers
20. Ask for volunteers to get car back
onto trailer
21. Stand back while some REAL experts
get the front of your car jacked up and
pushed back onto the trailer
22. Repeat step 10 above repeat steps
6, 11, 12, 13 above

Courtesy of The Mobile Chicane

Top Marque 30

WELCOME ALL NEW MEMBERS
TO THE BMW CAR CLUB
			
			

Ivan Smith

		

318is 			

1990

			

Stuart Bird

		

M3 coupe 		

2009

			

Brett Cheong

		

M3 coupe 		

2009

			

Alan Eckstein

		

M3 coupe 		

2009

			

Darren Froggatt 		

M3 coupe 		

2009

			

Glen Jacksom			

M3 conv

		

2009

			

Dr Michael Soon 		

M3 sedan 		

2009

			

Manny Stul

			

M3 coupe 		

2009

			

Mario Pirotta 			

335i conv 		

2007

			
			

Paul Ipradjianv & 		
Sonia Kouchayan

528i 			

1996

			
			

James & 			
Kerie Crowder

Suburu spec BAT

2007

			

Stephen Salvation 		

E36 			

1996

			
			

Tom & 				
Brooke Colton

E92 M3 		

2007

			

Graham Murfett 		

E 46 coupe 		

2000

			
Noel Skinner 		
							
							

635csi 		
635 			
2002 			

1985
1986
1972

			
John & 			
			
Hayley Ward 		
							

528i E39 		
318i E36 		
318i E36 		

1996
1996
1995

			

Simon Latimer 		

E30 M3 		

1986

			
			

Andrew Cook & 		
Loredana Alessandrini

E30 			

1990

			
			

Gary Kewer & 		
Kathryn Macdonald 		

M5 			
330 			

2005
2004

			

Anne Potter 			

328i 			

1998

			
			

Keith & 			
Andrea Glennan 		

335i 			
530d 			

2007
2006

For all Membership enquiries please contact Wendy Eime at membership@bmwccv.com.au
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MEMBER SERVICES DIRECTORY

AUTHORIZED BMW DEALERS

BMW MELBOURNE SOUTHBANK
118 City Road, SOUTHBANK 3006
Tel: 9268 2266
BMW MELBOURNE KINGSWAY
209 Kingsway SOUTH MELBOURNE 3205
Tel: 8699 2888
Contact: George Stavris
Special prices on parts.
BIB STILLWELL BMW
145 Williams Road, SOUTH YARRA 3141
Tel:9521 2121 Contact:
Patrick Latin (New Cars) Bill Crillis (Used Cars)
Scott Davis (Parts) George Binios (Service).
and
1233 Toorak Road, CAMBERWELL 3124
Tel: 9889 1866 Contact:
Warwick Jolly (New & Used Cars)
Martin Fernandes (Parts) Gilbert Nayna (Service). Special prices on parts.
www.bibstillwell.com.au
MORNINGTON BMW
101 Tyabb Road, MORNINGTON 3931
Tel: 5970 5970
Contact: Chris Thoday (New and used cars)
Ashley Sprague (Service) Sean Bell (Parts)
Trade prices on parts.
www.morningtonbmw.com.au
MENERE’S BMW
363 Nepean Highway, BRIGHTON 3186
Tel: 9524 4000 Contact:
Tony White (New Cars) Paul Dalle (Used Cars)
Gary Klinger (Service) Tom Monk (Parts)
Trade prices on parts.
www.meneresbmw.com.au
DONCASTER BMW
812-814 Doncaster Road, DONCASTER 3108
Tel: 8848 0000
Contact: Peter Kaiser (Service); Craig Lidgerwood (Parts); Greg Exley or Alan Pace (Sales)
and
62 Enterprise Dve, Bundoora 3083
Tel: (03) 9468 8000
Contact: Peter Kaiser (Service); Craig Lidgerwood (Parts); Craig Hendrickse (Sales)
10% discount on servicing; Trade prices on
spare parts.
www.doncasterbmw.com.au
GEELONG BMW
212-224 LaTrobe Tce (cnr Gordon Ave),
GEELONG 3220
Tel: 5221 2111 Contact: Campbell
Trade prices on parts.
BALLARAT BMW
cnr Sunraysia Hwy & Waringa Drive
WENDOUREE 3355
Tel:5339 9339 Contact:
Tim Britt (Sales) Craig Hancock (Service &
spare parts) Trade prices on parts.
VALLEY PRESTIGE BMW
cnr Tramway Rd & Saskia Way
MORWELL 3840		
Tel: 5133 6600 Contacts: Sales - Chris &
Melissa Service - Mark Parts - Coralie
10% discount on Service,
Trade prices on parts

BODY WORKS
AMEX AUTOBODY PTY LTD
Specialist BMW Repairer.
634-636 Waterdale Road,
HEIDELBERG WEST 3081
Tel:9459 6366 Contact: John Chesser
CHARLIE BATTISTI & CO
Recommended BMW Repairer,
2-4 Moncrief Rd, NUNAWADING 3131
Tel: 9894 4622 Contact Lina
20 years experience 10% discount
Special prices on repairs and rental cars.
M & J NOVAK PRESTIGE MOTOR BODY
REPAIRS Est. 1962
88-92 Cecil St. STH MELBOURNE 3205
Tel:9690 0322 Joe Novak or Baron Novak
0417 300 011
SERVICE, REPAIRS Motorsport,
Performance Equipment
BELL MOTORSPORT
Factory 4/244 Marine Pde, HASTINGS 3915
Tel: 5979 1599 Contact: Graeme Bell
Performance modifications to any BMW; Road,
Race and rally preparation.
Member discount on application
BM TECH AUTOMOTIVE
295 Canterbury Rd, CANTERBURY 3126
Tel: 9836 1888 Contact: Joe Brogno
Trade Prices on parts for members
GAMBOLD ENGINEERING SERVICES
Unit 137, 45 Gilby Road
MOUNT WAVERLEY 3149
Tel: 9558 9995 Contact : Tony
Special Prices for Members
NORTHERN BM Pty Ltd
200 Grange Road, FAIRFIELD 3078
Tel: 9499 3088 Contact: Phil Showers
Full servicing, repair & motorsport preparation
facilities.
Special Prices for Members
THE MUFFLER MAN
434 Malvern Road, PRAHRAN 3181
Tel: 9529 7722 Contact Trevor
Member discount on application
QUATTRO SPORT ZENTRUM
Tel: 9429 7477 Contact: Simon
Tuning upgrades for BMW’s inc Schrick cams,
Milltek exhausts
Member discount on application
STUCKEY TYRE SERVICE
828 Sydney Road, BRUNSWICK 3056
Tel: 9386 5331 Contact: Russell Stuckey
Road or race tyres of all makes + range of
Motorsport wheels
Member special pricing
MIDAS CAR CARE KEW
770 High Street, EAST KEW 3102
European car service specialists
Tel: 9859 9038 Contact: Peter
10% Discount for members

SOUTHERN BM
34a Bignell Road, MOORABBIN 3189
Full BMW servicing and tuning
Tel: 9555 4049 Contact: Andrew or Jimmy
Member discount applicable
WELSH AUTO PARTS
151 Islington Sreet, COLLINGWOOD 3066
BMW, Mercedes, VW, Volvo & Audi parts
Tel: 1300 363 857 or Greg on 0418 578 740
Trade or special prices to members
BM’s R US
250 Edwardes St, Reservoir
Wide range of new and used BMW spare parts
- 10% discount for members on all except new
genuine parts
Tel: 94605755 Website: www.bmsrus.com
Specialists in mechanical repairs
OTHER SERVICES
KAOS Custom Bikes
979b Glenhuntly Rd, CAULFIELD STH 3162
Bicycle sales and repair, custom builds.
Tel: 9563 6355 Contact: Andrew
10% discount for members
CLIMAIR ACCESSORIES AUSTRALIA
Slimline weathershields for BMW - Catalogue
available on request
Tel: 0419 355 721 Contact: Robert Bail
Member discount on application
ENCEL STEREO
84-88 Bridge Road, RICHMOND 3121
Stereo, TV equipment & home theatre
Tel: 9428 3761 Contact: Simon
Member discount on application
MERIDIAN MOTORSPORT
Factory 7,1-7 Friars Rd, MOORABBIN 3189
Wide range motorsport equipment refer www.mmsport.com.au or
email brenton@mmsport.com.au
Tel: 9553 4200 Contact: Brenton
Special prices for members
TRADELANES GLOBAL SOLUTIONS
36 Allied Drive
TULLAMARINE 3043
Tel: 9330 0090 Contact: Stewart Garmey
Mobile: 0418 730 676
Special prices for members
LARRY WHITING
Supplier of quality corporate clothing & sportswear, embroidery, printing, graphics
Tel: 0412 827 630 Special prices for members

Club Services
Tools are available to members for a
limited period upon contacting Ken
Lee and arranging pickup. The club
requires a $200 refundable cash deposit
before borrowing the item or, for circuit
diagrams, all costs associated with
copying and postage.
Tools and
workshop manuals need to be returned
undamaged for a full return of your deposit.

Ken Lee
Tel: 9366 6863

Show your membership card to obtain discount
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